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History

Assessment:
Paper 1: Understanding the modern world (2
hours) 50% of the final mark  

Paper 2: Shaping the nation (2 hours) 50% of
the final mark 

Key Information:
Paper 1 will look at Germany before and after the
First World War, and how the Treaty of Versailles
and the roaring twenties and the Wall St Crash
that followed led to dictatorship, Fascism’s rise
and ultimate defeat. 

It will also cover the years following the First World
War, looking at how people and politicians tried to
make sure that the ‘war to end all wars’ was never
repeated – a hope that ultimately failed by 1939. 

For Paper 2, we study migration, empires and the
people c.790 to the present day .  Linking global
history back to Britain, the topic covers the ebb
and flow of people into and out of Britain, as well
as the growth and decline of the British Empire
and the emergence of the Commonwealth and the
European Union, and ultimately Brexit. 

We will also look at Elizabethan England (c. 1568-
1603 ), particularly the last 35 years of Elizabeth I’s
reign, including economic problems and
successes, culture, politics, the threat of invasion
and the development of Britain’s ‘Golden Age’. The
historic environment looks at Elizabethan England
through a specific location, investigating how the
site is related to a changing Elizabethan world and
its people. 

Why choose History?
Pupils will learn about who we are as a nation and
as global citizens by looking at the past through
evidence and sources. The course looks at
human history though people, places and ideas,
looking at how things change over time and how
things are changed forever.   

GCSE History teaches how to analyse information
quickly and clearly, a key skill in a modern world
filled with facts and opinion. You will learn how to
organise your ideas and communicate them in a
clear, logical and persuasive way. 

Skills Gained:

Develop independent learning  
Teamwork   
Meaningful writing   
Critical thinking   
Inference   
Evidence analysis and evaluation   
Oral communication   
Engage in historical enquiry   
Formulate enquiries and construct
arguments   
Increase literacy skills 

Linked Careers:

History at GCSE is valued by employers because
it is a traditional and recognisable course with
modern transferable skills. History GCSE can be
the foundation for careers in: 

Law   
Archaeology   
Archivist  
Armed forces  
Management  
Politics   
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Or scan here:For more information, see
the full course specification:

aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/
history-8145/specification
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